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During this festive season, we 
thought it would be fun to 
tell you about some winter 

holiday customs around the world.. 

In China, the New Year — occuring 
at the end of January — is the big 
occasion for celebration. Ancestor 
worship is a big deal, and families 
bring out paintings and portraits to 
honor them.

The Danes have their festive dinner 
on Christmas Eve. The meal features 
rice pudding baked with a single 
almond inside. Whoever gets the 
almond is guaranteed good luck in 
the coming year. Children set out 
glasses of milk for the Juulnisse. Of 
course you knew that those are the 
elves that live in people's homes. 
(If there are any elves living in my 
home, I wish they'd clean it.)

Finns have their holiday dinner on 
Christmas Eve too and eat the left-
overs on Christmas, so they can just 
rest and relax. December 26, every-
one troops around visiting friends 
and relatives, drinking glogg, and 
eating tons of baked goods.

¡Caramba, Es Tiempo de Fiesta!
DECEmbEr hOlIDAY bAsh WIll puT IWOCErs IN A FEsTIvE mOOD

Ay, chicas y chicos, put a rose 
behind your ear, grab your 
flamenco guitar, and come on 

down to Café Iberico next Tuesday, 
December 11, for our annual winter 
holiday fun-and-food fest. 

We’ve been there before, and we’ve 
always had a smashing time. What’s 
not to like? The food is terrific, and 
there's a great variety. Naturally, there 
will be plenty for those who don't 
want to sample el toro. (Actually, I 
don’t think el toro is on the menu for 
anyone.) And you can purchase won-
derful spanish wine — or any other 
kind — at the cash bar. Other liba-
tions too. You’ll want to save room for 
dessert. We’re promised a bizcocho 
borracho (spanish for “drunk cake”) 
that is out of this world. 

Another treat: this year we’ll have our 
own private dining room — la bo-
dega — the picturesque room shown 
on the right. so santa won’t absent-
mindedly pass out our trinkets to a 
bunch of traveling salesmen. 

There’s more: bring a gently used 
book, and you can trade it for one 
you haven’t read. The exchange isn’t 
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meant to be pick-a-pig-in-a poke, so 
please don’t wrap your book. 

For all this, we’ve still kept the price 
at $30 per person. The festivities be-
gin at 6:00 p.m. Café Iberico is located 
at 737 North lasalle, just a few doors 
south of Chicago Avenue. There is va-
let parking as well as nearby parking 
lots, and the restaurant is accessible 
to the brown, purple, and red lines of 
the El. 

It’s going to be a splendid evening, so 
don’t wait. Click your castinets — bet-
ter make that your mouse — hErE to 
go online and register. see you there!  CONTINUED ON PAGE 7.
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http://www.iwoc.org/calendar?eventId=414403&EventViewMode=EventDetails
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prEsIDENT’s COlumN/DAvE EpsTEIN

by now you’ve probably heard 
that IWOC needs to find a new 
meeting location for 2013. Na-

tional louis university has consoli-
dated more classes in less space and 
has no spare rooms for us. hence the 
seasonal reference in the title of this 
column. Without intending any irrev-
erence, and with due respect to pope 
benedict’s recent statements about 
the historicity of the Christmas story, 
I want to say that I think we’ll man-
age something more comfy than a 
stable and a manger. however, I do 
not hope for a “star of wonder.”

The facilities manager at National 
louis did find us a room for our Janu-
ary meeting, so we’ll be in room 5008 
on January 8. We’ll be at National lou-
is for the program titled “know Your 
Freelancer legal rights,” presented 
by a law firm partner who specializes 
in legal issues of literary expression, 
new media, and intellectual proper-
ty. This is valuable information from 
an expert source, so I hope you can 
be there.

As last year, there will be no IWOC 
meeting in February, as we’ve had 
bad luck with February weather for 

several years. For our march meeting, 
on Tuesday, march 12, we’ll be in our 
new quarters. We are searching from 
now through January and, although 
we can’t expect to accomplish much 
in the week from Christmas through 
New Year, we will work hard to find 
our new home by the end of January. 

several board members and other 
IWOC members have already volun-
teered to work with me on the search 
so that we can divide up the tasks ef-
ficiently, take full advantage of mem-
bers’ collective knowledge of the Chi-
cago area and get a broad variety of 

thoughts and per-
spectives. I want to 
thank the following 
people who have 
already agreed to 
work on the search 
team; or provided 
useful suggestions 
about locations to 
check; or offered to 
help with research 
and phone calls: 
laura stigler, Jenni-

fer lyng, Ann kepler, laurel John-
son, Joen kinnan, David steinkraus, 
and maitland Young. Jen lyng and 
roger rueff also gave me a link to a 
map showing the geographical dis-
tribution of IWOC members (just 
places, no names), which I will share 
with the search team. This, correlated 
with major public transit routes, will 
be very useful in helping us identify 
locations convenient to the majority 
of our members.

Other members whose project sched-
ules don’t allow them to participate 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3.
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.
actively right now have offered use-
ful ideas. I’ll be contacting a few more 
people to help on the actual search 
team. If you are willing and able to 
help (and haven’t heard from me yet), 
please call or e-mail me.

Any location we ultimately select will 
have to meet the following essential 
requirements:

1 seating capacity for at least 40-
50 people (with some flexibility 
of seating arrangements)

2 Convenient accessibility by 
public transportation from the 
areas where most members live

3 Convenient and lower cost (per-
haps even free) parking than 
the present location requires

4 Acceptable accessibility for 
those people with mobility 
problems

5 permission to bring in light 
refreshments from a caterer 
we choose, as we do now

6 Ability to charge nonmem-
bers for admission to meet-
ings and possibly workshops

7 Computer and web connec-
tions (either Ethernet or wi-fi), 
including video projection

8 A comfortable and pleasant 
space in a safe area and one 
befitting a professional group

rental cost will also be a major con-
sideration, and the search committee 
will check for any additional fees that 
various places might charge (e.g., ca-
tering, insurance). Our current cost at 

National louis is $260-280 per meet-
ing, including food. That is very mod-
est, at least for the downtown area, 
and it may be difficult to match that, 
but we’ll shop and negotiate for a 
good deal.

With suggestions from various 
members, I’ve begun to compile a 
preliminary list of potential loca-
tions, including other downtown 
campuses, cultural and commu-
nity centers, etc. please feel free 
to send any suggestions for likely 
places to president@iwoc.org. I’d 
rather cast the net a bit too wide-
ly at first, as we can always narrow 
it down.

The next step will be to share 
with the search team the prelimi-
nary list, as well as the member-
distribution map and major CTA 
routes, plus other relevant in-
formation. I’ll ask for any further 
comments and suggestions on 
these and other potential loca-
tions and on how best to organize 
the search. by mid-December 
we’ll have divided up the various 
tasks and begun contacting the most 
promising locations to get specifics, 
including room sizes and rental rates. 
As we proceed, we’ll winnow down 
our list to the most promising con-
tenders and then narrow down to 3-5 
locations, which we can check out on 
site. The goal is to get down to the fi-
nalists by the second or third week in 
January and start final negotiations.

There’ll be an update on search prog-
ress in the January Stet. meanwhile, 
if you know any specific places that 
might meet our size, cost, and acces-
sibility requirements, please send an 

e-mail to president@iwoc.org, where 
I’ll be looking for your ideas and com-
ments.

And as the season of rejoicing—and 
shopping mania—is already upon us, 
I want to wish all and each of you a 

truly joyful and meaningful celebra-
tion of whichever of our spiritual 
holidays you observe. If you don’t 
observe any, then I wish you a festive 
and happy holiday season—and to 
all of you and your families, I wish a 
healthy and prosperous New Year. 

no Room in the Inn      CONTINUED frOm PAGE 2.

There will be an updaTe on room-search progress in The January sTeT, buT 
please conTacT dave epsTein if you have suggesTions for a suiTable venue

There’s got to be a meeting room in 
here somewhere. I know there is!

“history will be kind 
to me for I intend to 
write it.”

—Winston Churchill



—  Joen Kinnan
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Did you 
know...

In keeping with the “word” 
theme of this page, below are 

some odd words that were once 
found in dictionaries of the time.

Aquabib—a water drinker. Coined 
in 1781, this word survived until 
1883, but it certainly would be 
apropos today given the preva-
lence of the bottled stuff.

Blateration—It’s even more on-
omatopeic than “babble,” which 
is what it means. Alas, it lived and 
died in 1656.

Boreism—the behavior of a bor-
ing person.  Can’t imagine why 
the word died out—it would be 
so useful—but it lasted a mere 
six years from 1833 -1839.

Brephophagist—One would 
hope there wasn’t much use for 
this word since it refers to a per-
son who eats babies, but it was 
around for 144 years, until 1875.

Diffibulate—sounds like a med-
ical procedure, doesn’t it? It’s 
actually a mouthful that simply 
means “to unbutton.”  First and 
last used in 1651. No wonder.

Foppotee—Another one-year 
wonder (1663). I’d love it if it meant 
what it sounds like, but it means 
“simpleton.”

Pigritude—This one really does 
mean what it sounds like. If you’ve 
got pigritude, you’re lazier than a 
dead dog. A 17th century gem.

Prandicle—We’d call it a “snack”  
today, but in the 17th century, hav-
ing a prandicle made those few 
quick bites sound a lot grander.

Enough of this blateration. I don’t 
want to be a boreist, so I’m going 
to diffibulate my sweater and go 
grab a prandicle. 

Words Well Lost

The English language has many 
words, and we keep adding 
more. long ago I was taught 

that there are about 6,000 differ-
ent words in all the plays of shake-
speare. Compulsively, I fact-checked 
this, learning that, according to a 
young lady named simhan kurana, 
his “vocabulary spanned over 29,000 
words” (see http://quotations.about.
com/b/2006/04/22/shakespeare-had-
some-vocabulary.htm). ms. kurana 
gave no source, and someone chal-
lenged her claim. someone else gave 
a link to an unques-
tionably reputable 
scholarly source, 
“shakespeare’s vo-
cabulary: myth and 
reality,” by hugh 
Craig in shakespeare 
Quarterly, volume 
62, Number 1, spring 
2011. prof. Craig, who 
had the benefit of 
computerized text 
analysis, does not 
give a specific number but denies that 
shakespeare’s vocabulary was signifi-
cantly larger than those of other play-
wrights of his day (though they, too, 
had rich vocabularies). Two other pro-
fessors in an exhaustive 1986 study 
gave estimates ranging from 15,000 
to 30,000 words.

Whether he used 6,000, 15,000, or 
29,000 words, Will most certainly had 
his way with many words—and left 
our language far more pregnant with 
meaning than it had been before.

Almost a century and a half after 
shakespeare’s death, Dr. samuel 
Johnson, with six assistants, compiled 
a dictionary defining 40,000 words, 
which even included some “vulgar 
phrases.”

There is no doubt that writers of Eng-
lish can draw on an ample vocabulary, 
which makes one wonder why writers 
of “business English” seem compelled 
to extend it even further with words 
and phrases that seem not quite nec-
essary and somewhat less than clear.

however, instead of indulging in the  
usual mockery of business clichés, I will 
attempt here to rescue some of these 
maligned expressions by creating ex-
ample sentences that give them a use-
ful and meaningful context. To wit:

At the end of the day, I hope 
to be sound asleep, but this 
deadline will probably pre-
vent that happy outcome.

As we were thinking outside 
the box, a violent brainstorm 
struck, and our entire row of 
ducks was blown to hell and 
gone.

As her problems mush-
roomed, Alice pondered fran-
tically, “shall I upsize, down-

size, rightsize—or just give up and 
capsize?”

Trying for another bite at the apple, 
the CEO broke her tooth biting down 
on her core competency.

The minister found himself preaching 
to the choir because they were the 
only ones on the same page with him.

When the going gets tough, the ac-
tionable will operationalize.

going forward, as we approach the fis-
cal cliff, we might want to consider go-
ing backward.

Yes, business English has endless pos-
sibilities, and it is our duty as writers to 
push the envelope by leveraging them 
to full optimization—proactively. 

— Dave Epstein

http://quotations.about.com/b/2006/04/22/shakespeare-had-some-vocabulary.htm
http://quotations.about.com/b/2006/04/22/shakespeare-had-some-vocabulary.htm
http://quotations.about.com/b/2006/04/22/shakespeare-had-some-vocabulary.htm


On Tuesday, November 13, Ni-
cole Crimaldi Emerick, founder 
of mCg media, Inc., presented 

her Wordpress setup Camp. “Word-
press changed my life!” said Nicole, “It 
opened up a whole new world for me.” 

Nicole began 
with her story of 
evolving from 
full-time banker 
to full-time blog-
ger: “I committed 
two hours before 
work every morn-

ing to learning and writing.” her site, 
www.mscareergirl.com, grew quickly 
to the point where she was able to 
leave her banking job. As her blog 
grew, she attracted the attention of 
recruiters, which landed her a full-time 
position as a social media strategist. 
her commitment to writing paid off! 

social Media Writers needed 
Blogs, e-mail, sEO copywriting, con-
tent development, review writing… 
Nicole stressed that the demand for 
writers adept with social media is 
growing quickly. Writers are even be-
ing hired to maintain Facebook and 
Twitter accounts for others. look 
for job postings at advertising and 
pr agencies, staffing agencies, even 
Craigslist. A good client typically pays 
at least $50 per hour. 

Why use WordPress?          
Wordpress is a platform that makes it 
easy to create anything from a simple 
blog to an online portfolio to a com-
plex web store. Even huge companies 
build their entire sites on Wordpress. 
 
two Versions of Word Press: 

 � Wordpress.com is an easy, no-cost 
way to get started. You have ac-
cess to most Wordpress tools, your 

blog lives on the Wordpress site, 
and you never have to worry about 
technical glitches or software up-
dates. You just create an account, 
make a few choices and start writ-
ing. because it is free, you may end 
up with ads on your site.

 � Wordpress.org is a self-hosted ver-
sion that offers more options for 
customizing the look and func-
tionality of your site. The software 
itself is free, but you need to find 
a host (e.g. hostgator, goDaddy, 
bluehost) and you are responsible 
for keeping the technical under-

pinnings up to date. hosting gen-
erally costs less than $100/year. In 
addition, you can purchase more 
interesting templates, plugins, and 
other tools to enhance your site. 
Wordpress.org also gives you the 
option of avoiding ads placed on 
your page. 

If you start with Wordpress.com and 
later decide to switch to Wordpress.
org,, for $129 Wordpress has guided 
Transfer to help you make the switch. 

Get Your domain name 
To demonstrate how easy it is to get 

Wordpress: Create a Website or blog 
NOvEmbEr mEETINg rECAp

started, Nicole created a new Word-
press.com site as she spoke with us. 
“Your domain name is your most im-
portant investment,” said Nicole. Type 
in your desired domain name on the 
Wordpress.com page. If it is available, 
you can purchase through Wordpress 
for $18. 

Once you get your name, enter your e-
mail address. Note that only one e-mail 
address can be associated with your 
Wordpress account, so make sure it is 
an address you will keep for a while. 
Wordpress will send you a confirma-
tion e-mail: follow the directions and 
you’ll be logged in and ready to start 

building your blog. 

start Writing 
Once logged in, 
you’ll see that 
Wordpress looks 
similar to microsoft 
Word, with but-
tons for formatting 
copy, adding pho-
tos, and upload-
ing files. At the top 
right-hand corner 
of your screen is a 
grey help box with 

very clear directions. Nicole pointed 
out a few features that are especially 
helpful for writers in the posts > Add 
New screen: 

 � Visual / Text Tabs at right end of 
gray bar. Click visual to write di-
rectly in Wordpress. Choose Text if 
you are pasting from a Word docu-
ment so the formatting will con-
vert properly. 

 � Kitchen Sink. more formatting op-
tions are available by clicking the 
button farthest to the right in the 
grey bar. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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CONTINUED frOm PAGE 5

Wordpress: Create a Website or blog
 � Publish. under the right-hand col-

umn are choices for saving a draft 
or scheduling a publishing time. 

 � Categories. These are the bigger 
topics that you’ll discuss on your 
site. Nicole suggests selecting 3-7 
specific topics. “historical Fiction” 
is more precise than “Fiction.” Then 
uncheck “uncategorized” and 
check the categories that apply to 
the post you are writing. 

 � Tags. Add keywords specific to the 
post: “harry potter” or “50 shades 
of grey.” Think about what search 
words you would use to find the 
information that is in your post. 

 � Appearance > Themes. Choose a 
template for the look and organi-
zational structure for your pages. 
some are free; others are available 

web site or online portfolio if they 
reside elsewhere. 

 � use permalinks. These are shorter, 
more memorable urls to use in 
tweets or other messaging to link 
back to your new post. Try to use 
natural language keywords in 
your permalink to encourage web 
crawlers to find you. 

 � Invite comments. You’ll learn more 
about what your audience wants. 
look under manage Comments to 
adjust the settings to your comfort 
level. 

Nicole presented all of this information 
in an hour, along with a hands-on dem-
onstration. That just shows how easy 
it is to start and publish on the Word-
press platform.  

for about $50. most can be tweaked 
a bit, but consider hiring a web de-
signer for major customizing. 

Attract Web Crawlers 

search engines have evolved: now 
content quality matters more than the 
number of links in a post. more search-
friendly posts include a couple of good 
paragraphs, a photo, plus an inbound 
link or two. In addition… 

 � keep writing! more pages equal 
more visibility. If you have pages 
that are out of date, just update 
the information and republish. No 
need to delete old posts. 

 � share. Just drag the buttons for 
your linkedIn, Facebook, Twitter, 
pinterest, Tumblr, and other ac-
counts. Also link your blog to your — Laurel  Johnson
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December 11, Holiday Party
IWOOP Lunch, December 5

IWORP Breakfast, December 6

January 8, 2013
IWOC Monthly Meeting

“Know Your Legal Rights”
No meeting in February

In the next issue. . .

�� January 8 Meeting Preview: 
“Know Your Freelancer Legal 
Rights.” A new topic for us.

�� President’s column: You always 
learn something interesting in this 
often surprising column.

�� News and ideas to get you off on 
the right foot in 2013.

�� Tips and tricks you can use to work 
smarter and better.

Winter holiday Customs Around the World  

For scots, a big holiday is hogmanay 
on December 31. There’s a tradition 
called “first-footing,” in which the first 
visitor to cross the threshold will bring 
the family good luck for the coming 
year if the guest is dark-haired and 
male. Why this peculiarity? In olden 
days, a redhead or a blonde was prob-
ably an invading Norseman. 

Jews everywhere celebrate hanuk-
kah, but there are some local differ-
ences. In Yemen, children go from 
house to house to collect wicks for 
the menorah. In Yemenite, they chant, 
”O father salim, give us a present.” If 

they get the wicks and gifts, they re-
spond in hebrew, “sleep well.” If they 
get nothing, they shout in Yemenite, 
“You miser, may your wicks be as dry 
as your bones!” (good grief, kiddie 
blackmailers.)

In Aden, Jewish children wear blue 
clothing on hanukkah because blue 
is the color of the heavens, the abode 
of the holy One who sent the miracles 
of hanukkah. 

In Israel, the fifth night of hanukkah 
is solemn in rememberance of the 
Turks’ expulsion of the Jews from Tel 

Aviv and Jaffa in World War I. hanuk-
kah gifts are de-emphasized in Israel.

In North Africa, the seventh night of 
hanukkah is a special celebration for 
women.

hindus in India observe this time of 
year by placing clay oil lamps on their 
roofs in honor of the return of the sun. 
similarly, pagans celebrate the winter 
solstice as the rebirth of light, a new 
beginning. 

however and wherever you celebrate, 
may your holidays be joyful and the 
New Year be prosperous. 

CONTINUED frOm PAGE 1


