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What’s on Your Wish List? There’s an App for That!
LiTTLe-knoWn TreAsures ThAT You cAn use righT noW To improve Your Work & Your Life

There are literally hundreds 
of thousands of websites 
and applications that might 

help us in our work and network-
ing (read finding clients). some 
are wonderfully useful, while 
others don’t fill the bill at all. 
You could waste countless hours 
searching for the best sites and 
apps, or you could come to the 
April 9 iWoc meeting and learn from 
two women who’ve done the work 
for you. We’ll be at our new meeting 
site in the paige smith room at the 
gratz center, right across the street 
from the John hancock center.

iWoc members Jennifer Lyng rueff 
and Betsy storm will present info 
about websites and apps that will 
help you elevate your writing, your 
business, and your attitude. subject 
areas will include social media, re-
search, productivity, and more.

rueff specializes in health and fitness, 
sports, and business topics. she also 
writes personal finance/investing ar-
ticles, personal profiles, and human 
interest stories. her work has ap-
peared in the Chicago Tribune, Next 
(an Amer sport magazine), Create, 
and other publications. some of her 
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work has been translated into finnish 
and german.

rueff has an extensive corporate 
background. she spent more than ten 
years with nabisco, honing her writ-
ing skills in sales communications, 
sales management, and marketing 

roles. Before embarking on a free-
lance career, she was a fundraiser for 
the university of notre dame, where 
her duties included writing grants for 
corporate donations.

she holds a bachelors in Business Ad-
ministration (marketing) from the uni-
versity of notre dame and a masters in 
Business Administration (finance) from 
seton hall university. 
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Betsy storm is the principal of Top 
drawer communications, a chicago-
based enterprise that helps organiza-
tions, businesses, and individuals com-
municate with a variety of audiences 
to enhance their images, reputations, 
and visibility.

prior to estab-
lishing Top 
drawer com-
m u n i c a t i o n s 
in 2007, storm 
spent more 
than 20 years 
as a writer/edi-
tor and pr pro-
fessional for a 
range of organi-
zations includ-
ing chicago’s 

northwestern memorial hospital and 
the Anixter center. her editorial career 
began in philadelphia with a start-up 
of a new business magazine. she later 
moved to new York city as managing 
editor of a magazine for the advertis-
ing industry.

An advocacy campaign that storm de-
veloped and executed for the Anixter 
center, a nonprofit that provides ser-
CONTINUED ON PAGE   6.



Officers
President
david epstein 708/567-9705
president@iwoc.org
executive Vice President
Betsy storm 312/421-1510
treasurer
nancy solomon 773/262-8070
secretary
Jennifer Lyng 773/769-5291
Parliamentarian
roger rueff 773/769-5291
Board of directors
Jim hodl 773/777-5710
Ann kepler 773/761-1858
Joen kinnan 708/366-8573
catherine rategan 312/266-8146 
Laura stigler 773/248-0158 

Committees
Public Relations
katherine mikkelson 847/253-3681 chair
Membership
Brent Brotine 312/214-2907 chair
Jeff steele 773/481-0010
Programs
stewart Truelsen 847/962-1393 chair
karen schwartz 708/386-3044 
Jim kepler 773-761-1858
social Media
roger rueff 773/769-5291 chair
Jim kepler 773/761-1858
Writers’ Line
chair open
karleen mcAllester 847/644-2524

Web site: www.iwoc.org
roger rueff, webmaster
webmaster@iwoc.org

stet is published 11 times per year by 
the independent Writers of chicago, 
332 s. michigan Ave., suite 1032, #W686, 
chicago, iL 60604-4434, 800/804-4962. 
internet address: www.iwoc.org. copy 
submissions are due by the 15th of 
the month preceding publication. All 
submissions and ideas will be consid-
ered. copyright ©2013 by independent 
Writers of chicago.
stet editor 
Joen kinnan 
stet@iwoc.org 
Contributors: david epstein, Joen 
kinnan, katherine mikkelson, Anson 
poe, karen schwartz

2

presidenT’s coLumn/dAve epsTein

A nything can be said in 140 
characters or less, but is less 
truly more?  (73 characters, 

with spaces)

for instance, War and Peace. didn’t the title 
cover it all? did Tolstoy really need Andrei 
and natasha? (104 characters + spaces)

i had chicken pox years ago and read 
many hemingway stories, several 
novels, and A Moveable Feast back-to-
back. That cured me—of hemingway. 
(139 characters + spaces—pushing 
the limit)

imagine hemingway using just 140 
characters. The words were true, the 
spaces were honest, the verbs were ac-
tive, and it was all good. (134 char + #’s)

But i still had chicken pox. (29 char + #)

perhaps it is not so important to be er-
nest. (45 c+#)

merriam Webster’s 10th Collegiate dic-
tionary defines twittering as “chirping 
noises,” “a small tremulous intermittent 
sound (as of birds”). (140 c+#—right 
on the nose!)

Birds? or birdbrains? (22 c+#)

Jack dorsey, co-creator of Twitter, 
confesses “... the word ‘twitter’ … was 
just perfect. The definition was ‘a 
short burst of inconsequential infor-
mation,’ and ‘chirps from birds’. And 
that’s exactly what the product was.” 
(224 c+#—way over the Twitter limit! 
shamelessly wordy!!)

To be fair to Twitter, let’s note that 
shakespeare’s polonius said, “Brevity is 
the soul of wit.” (98 c+#)

of course, polonius takes 11 lines just 
to say that “hamlet is mad.” (69 c+#—

from here on, in place of this awkward 
“c+#” formulation—and in the interests of 
brevity—let us use a single term, viz. “lex-
ico-spatial units” (i always wanted to work 
viz. in somewhere, whatever it means); 
although “lexico-spatial units” has a lot of 
characters, it is just one word and sounds 
more technical and precise)

in checking out the polonius quote, i 
found dorothy parker’s brief remark (or 
remark on briefs) that “Brevity is the soul 
of lingerie.”  (137 lexico-spatial units)

Would that dorothy parker were alive 
today to regale us with her Tweets. her 
briefs i would “follow”! (101 lexico-spa-
tial units—oh, what the hell! Let’s call 
them “Lsu”)

This all started because i heard four 
people on WBeZ debating the merits 
and demerits of Twitter. (99 Lsu)

one man said that he was forced to 
use Twitter, but he disliked it for en-
couraging superficial thinking and our 
“sound-byte culture.” (134 Lsu)

Yea verily! (12 Lsu)

But it’s only fair to look at what real 
people really Tweet. And why? And is it 
all just trivial chirps? (105 Lsu)

so i signed on to my Twitter account. 
Yes, i have one but hardly ever visit it. 
You might say i have been tweetering 
on the edge. (130 Lsu)

i only follow ten groups or people, 
including iWoc, so my home page is 
somewhat impoverished. (94 Lsu)

i don’t follow @cadillac, but i was flat-
tered to be invited to “Watch our live 
reveal of the all-new 2014 #cTs Tues-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3.
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day, march 26: http://spr.ly/cTslive” 
(153 Lsu—but it’s really only 130, since 
the urL doesn’t really count)

i wonder what dorothy parker might 
say about this use of the word “reveal”? 
(76 Lsu)

seeking to boost my TQ (Twitter Quo-
tient) fast, i searched “kardashians.” (74 
Lsu)

i got this miniature gem: “@kourt-
neykardash @khloekardashian @
kimkardashian i Adore You guYs 
soooo much pLeAseeee foLLoW 
me!!!” (128 Lsu)

Tragically, this desperate appeal last 
december 16 has gone unanswered. 
(72 Lsu)

realizing i was barking up the wrong 
kardashian, i searched for @kimkar-
dashian. (80 Lsu)

omg!! pay dirt!!!! kim has over 15,000 
Tweets, follows 126 people (whom, i 
wonder?), and has 17,546,515 follow-
ers. (i did not join). (133 Lsu)

her latest Tweet (3 hrs ago) is a “reveal”: 
“i never thought i would ever say this... 
But i’m wearing flats today.” (116 Lsu)

i cannot bear to repeat any responses 
from followers. i am still quaking in my 
(flat) shoes. (93 Lsu)

But kim’s Tweets are not devoid of wise 
advice to followers: “don’t worry about 
meeting others expectations, worry 
about meeting your own.” (140 Lsu—
right on the mark again!) [Editor’s note: 
But it wouldn’t be if she put the apostro-
phe in “others.” Picky, picky.]

i could not resist looking up @lady-
gaga. Like shakespeare’s Julius cae-

sar, she “doth 
b e s t r i d e 
the narrow 
world. Like a  
colossus.” (130 Lsu)

she dwarfs all kardashians to-
gether, with 2,658 Tweets, 136,438 
whom she follows, and 35,415,913 cur-
rent followers. (116 Lsu)

her page border is illustrated with her 
face. her motto is her artistic creed —
bold and quotable — but not here. it 
uses the word “sucks.” (136 Lsu)

overwhelmed by showbiz and shun-
ning politics, i turned to an area more 
relevant to iWoc and searched “writer” 
and “writing.” (125 Lsu)

“Writer” immediately turned up this: 
“Writers aren’t people exactly. or, if 
they’re any good, they’re a whole lot of 
people trying so hard to be one person.” 
(158 Lsu—way over the limit, but writ-
ers are wordy by profession, so let’s dis-
pense with the limit!)

This bit of wisdom comes from daily 
fitzgerald, AkA @fitzaday, which appar-
ently Tweets a daily quotation from f. 
scott himself, and it provoked an outpour-
ing of responses. i’ve become a follower.

i think the most apropos response —
not necessarily the most profound — is 
“we agree, and so do i.”

The frequency of Tweets from writers is 
striking: i counted 6 new ones in 5 min-
utes, then saw there are now 15—no, 
make that 22 new Tweets. perhaps it’s not 
surprising that writers Tweet a lot, but how 
do they find time for other writing?

oh, now there are “31 new Tweets” … 
and now 58 … now 63 … 66 … i give 
up! more than 100 within the past hour! 

Almost 2 per min-
ute! And i’m al-

ready so far behind 
on reading books 
and magazines. it’s 
hopeless!

A search for “writing” produces a flood 
of results, because it turns up every 
Tweet containing the word “writing.” 
some are intriguing. The first to catch 
my eye is uncreative Writing @un-
creativeWriti (i guess there’s a length 
limit for hashtags). This Twitter feed 
is maintained by one kenneth gold-
smith at columbia university press. 
mercifully, he Tweets at most a few 
times a week. he must have a real job 
and appears to have taken two weeks 
off in early march.

several of the quotations he Tweets 
are thought-provoking, such as “in-
novate only as a last resort.” (charles 
eames, he of the famous chair, who 
was referring to design). 

i enjoy the paradox of “The avant-
garde is not popular because it is 
democratic.” if someone doesn’t care 
for avant-garde works, does that make 
him anti-democratic?

i also enjoy the following sequence: 
“‘Word processors’ can replace writers.” 
(vilem flusser, 1983), immediately fol-
lowed by “creativity is a jail.” And then 
“Language is pure material.” Answered 
by “Language may be many things but 
it certainly ain’t pure.” (rT—who?)

got curious seeing a feed labeled copy 
Writing with hashtag @copy_writ-
ing. unfortunately, it’s all in Japanese 
(from kobe). so why an english 
hashtag?

President’s Column      
CONTINUED FrOM PAGE 2.
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If you want to know more about identity 
theft and recovery therefrom, the FTC 

has lots of online information as do numer-
ous other websites. For unbiased reporting, 
look for nonprofit sites. Those with some-
thing to sell are less reliable.  Here are some 
FTC sites to check: consumer.ftc.gov/
features/feature-0014-identity-theft; con-
sumer.ftc.gov/articles/0235-identity-theft-
protection-services; consumer.ftc.gov/
articles/0155-free-credit-reports. Contact 
the nonprofit Identity Theft Resource Cen-
ter at idtheftcenter.org. 

Here’s the credit reporting agency info if 
you want to contact them: Equifax: 1-800-
685-1111; equifax.com. Experian: 1-888-
397-3742; experian.com. TransUnion: 
1-800-916-8800; transunion.com. As we 
noted elsewhere, you can get three free 
reports a year by ordering one from a 
different agency every four months. 

  Identity Theft Info Sites

STEPS TO TAKE TO GET YOUR LIFE BACK

Recovering From the Unthinkable: Identity Theft

— The editor

Like phoenix rising from the ash-
es, you can restore your identity 
if it is stolen. first, to prevent the 

thief from opening other accounts in 
your name, ask one of the three credit-
reporting companies to put a fraud 
alert on your credit report. (They’re re-
quired to alert the other two.) The alert 
lasts 90 days but you can renew it.

placing a fraud alert entitles you to free 
credit reports from all three credit report-
ing companies. order them and ask that 
only the last four digits of your social se-
curity number will appear on them.

now you need an identity Theft re-
port.   first, file a report with the fTc. 
This becomes an identity Theft Affi-
davit. You can use it to: get fraudulent 
info removed from credit reports; stop 
companies from collecting debts result-
ing from the theft or from turning them 
over to a collection agency; place an ex-

tended fraud alert on your credit reports; 
and get info from companies about 
which of your accounts were misused. 

With identity Theft Affidavit in hand, 
report the identity theft to the police 
and get a copy of their report. Together, 
these documents constitute an identity 
Theft report.

The preceding will stop further dam-
age and recover your identity, but you’ll 
want to do more, such as changing your 
bank accounts and credit cards. Also, it’s 
important that you document every-
thing you do. Log telephone calls. You 
might even want to record them (with 
permission.) note the date of each call 
and the person with whom you spoke 
along with the phone number. 

keep the originals of all documents and 
send copies to others who need them. 
send copies of your identification in 

letters, which you should send by cer-
tified mail. Be sure to get a receipt. The 
idea is to have a verifiable trail for all 
your hard work. it may take some time 
to get everything straightened out, 
but you can become you again instead 
of that filthy thief with the bad teeth 
and a hoodie.  — Joen  Kinnan

Editor’s note: We promised you this info 
last month, so here it is. We think it’s 
good stuff that you may want to keep 
just in case, but the truth is that identity 
theft is relatively rare compared to plain 
credit-card theft, and we don’t want to 
scare you into shelling out hard cash for 
a paid service to safeguard your iden-
tity. Companies that offer this service ex-
aggerate the threat, and do-it-yourself 
safeguards are just as effective as paid 
services. We’ll talk about them in next 
month’s issue. 
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press release and spent 45 minutes 
interviewing the architect before he 
found a relevant angle for the publica-
tion. since the assigner didn’t give de-
muth much in the way of requirements 
for the article, knowing the publication 
was invaluable to getting anything 
useful out of the interview. The article 
was later also published in the Sun-
Times, the Tribune, and several subur-
ban newspapers.

knowing the publication is especially 
important if the person for whom you 
are ghostwriting doesn’t. demuth once 
had a client insist that he shorten an ar-
ticle when he knew he would be sub-
mitting the article to a publication that 
would frown upon a shorter article. he 
was thus able to convince his client 

that the article should be longer, pre-
venting it from being rejected.

keeping all this in mind, it is important 
to remember that you are acting as the 
person for whom you are ghostwrit-
ing. even with all the tailoring you may 
have to do to meet your publication’s 
requirements, it is important to main-
tain your subject’s voice.

Terry spoke next. his ghostwriting ca-
reer path was a bit different from de-
muth’s, so his toolbox varied. he said a 
ghostwriter’s best friends are a tape re-
corder, google, and the ability to listen.

Terry got his start in ghostwriting when 
he was asked to write a speech for an 

ghostwriting was the day’s 
topic for march 12th  meeting 
of iWoc, which was held in a 

new location at the paige smith room 
of the gratz center. Attendees were 
afraid they’d become ghost writers 
when iWoc treasurer nancy solomon 
took the Lord’s name in vain midway 
through the meeting, but he appar-
ently saw fit to forgive us... this time.

The presenters for the meeting were 
Jerry demuth and clifford Terry. de-
muth has ghostwritten articles for 
banking, business, and mortgage pub-
lications. he has also written as him-
self for the Chicago Sun-Times, among 
other publications. Terry, an iWoc 
member, has ghostwritten speeches 
and op-ed pieces in various industries, 
and a book about the first African-
American industrial design manager 
for sears. 

demuth, a former 
iWocer, spoke 
first, emphasiz-
ing the impor-
tance of develop-
ing a relationship 
with a publisher. 
getting to know 
a publication’s 

needs and readership can help you 
tailor ghostwritten articles to those 
needs. once this is accomplished, you 
can start looking for people who have 
ideas that might be of interest to the 
publication. demuth advises that half 
of your job as a ghostwriter will be to 
act as an editor, taking someone else’s 
ideas and putting them into a coher-
ent, relevant form.

next, you need to find an angle on the 
idea that will suit the publication. de-
muth said that he was once assigned 
to do a profile on an architect for a 

acquaintance’s daughter’s Bat mitzvah. 
he simply recorded interviews with 
the daughter and her siblings and used 
the information he gleaned to write 
the speech. Based on his good work, 

he soon got a job 
writing a speech 
for a man who was 
being honored 
by the American-
israeli chamber of 
commerce.

networking is 
important. Ter-

ry’s speechwriting experience eventu-
ally landed him gigs writing speeches 
on energy-pricing for power company 
executives, despite his lack of experi-
ence in the industry. he says there’s of-

ten no need to know industry jar-
gon to write a good speech, and if 
you don’t know about something, 
you can google it. Terry’s speech-
writing fee is now $1 per word, so 
at the average speaking speed of 
110-125 words per minute, Terry 
gets $2,200 to $2,500 for a 20-min-
ute speech. By comparison, he 

received $7,000 for the book he ghost-
wrote.

other important things to remember 
are that it may take your subject a 
while to open up in an interview, so be 
patient. Be careful with jokes, as they 
can easily backfire. And always ask for 
a retainer up front.

The meeting was then opened 
up for a Q&A session. many ques-
tions had to do with how to obtain 
ghostwriting work. The consensus 
among the speakers was that net-
working is the most important fac-
tor. meet people and make it known 

Ghostwriting Is No Shadowy Gig: 
How-To’s from Two Savvy Pros

It may take your subject a 
while to open up in an inter-

view, so be patient. Be careful 
with jokes in speeches; they 

can backfire on delivery.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8.
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the Gem Safety Razor Company

—   Katherine Mikkelson

sad but true, kiddies. Today’s 
smartphones are mini comput-
ers that contain all sorts of valu-

able info,  a fact not lost on the data 
thieves among us. so, tiresome as it 
is, we need to take steps to secure our 
cell phones from mobile threats. 

1Lock it.  set it up so the phone re-
quires a pin when it’s turned on. 

Annoying for you but good defense in 
case the phone is lost or stolen.

2 update, update, update. This is 
inconvenient too, but your cell is 

incredibly vulnerable unless you’re 
using the latest version 
of the firmware. even 
then, hackers some-
times stay ahead of 
the game. Though 
Android phones 
have been big-
ger targets, only last week 
Apple introduced a security fix for two 
lockscreen bypass flaws that allowed 
hackers access to the iphone. Within a 
day, they found another flaw.

once attackers can bypass the pass-
word, they can access anything on the 
phone. They can make calls too, which 

could lead to some surprising phone bills 
you won’t want to pay. 

3turn off Bluetooth, GPs, and wireless. 
consider disabling these features when you 

aren’t using them. Besides constantly draining 
your battery as they perform their automatic 
search functions, they can be routes to place-
ment of malicious content. Also, before you 
access public wi-fi, think about what other de-
vices could access your phone through it. (see 
related article on page 7.)

4download only trustworthy apps. re-
search apps and read reviews before you 

download. phone apps may be free or cheap, 
but they can plant spyware, malware, and 
other unwanted bits of code. read the list of 
permissions an app requests before you in-
stall it. does it make sense? You might also 
want to consider mobile security software. 
(We’ll try to find room to review some good 
ones next month.)

5Prepare for the worst. You hope it won’t 
happen, but if your phone were lost or 

stolen, what damage could someone do? if 
the answer is “a lot,” consider installing a re-
mote wipe app. in the event of phone loss, 
you can then remotely access your phone  
through your computer and wipe it clean, re-
turning it to its factory settings.  

— JPK
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Did you 
know...

more fun with the origins of 
phrases that people use all 

the time without thinking.  

In a pickle – (in a difficult position). 
shakespeare is often credited with 
this phrase from  The Tempest, but 
the phrasing there referred to be-
ing inebriated, which doesn’t jibe 
with its modern meaning. The 
British meaning of pickle is what 
we Yanks call relish – a condiment 
made of chopped up vegetables 
that goes oh so well with encased, 
grilled meats. so if you’re in a pick-
le, like the veggies in relish, you’re 
in a state of disarray, at least ac-
cording to some etymologists.

Five o’clock shadow – (afternoon 
beard regrowth). in the late 1800s, 
taking tea was popular with the 
middle class; they became known 
as “five o’clocks.” since any proper 
gentleman would want to look 
spiffy for the early evening meal, 
the gem safety razor company 
picked up the idea in the1930s to 
help hawk its product. “no more 5 
o’clock shadow – that ugly after-
noon beard growth.”   

Pleased as punch – (really hap-
py). This phrase is unrelated to the 
drink. Actually, it refers to that wife-
beating character Punch, from the 
puppet show “punch and Judy,” 
who gleefully whacks other char-
acters with a stick while squawk-
ing “That’s the way to do it!” The 
play dates from 16th century italy, 
but the first reference probably 
came in18th century Britain, when 
William gifford, in The Baviad and 
Maeviad, (1797) wrote: “oh! how 
my fingers itch to pull thy nose! As 
pleased as punch, i’d hold it in my 
gripe.”  

There’s an App for That!

Zounds! hackers strike cells?

—  Joen Kinnan
—  Karen Schwartz

CONTINUED FrOM PAGE 1.

vices to people with disabilities, was 
honored with an Award for excellence 
from the public relations society of 
America in 2004. in 2000, she was a 
key member of the marketing team 
at northwestern memorial  hospital 
that received a golden Trumpet Award 
from the publicity club of chicago.

A long-time feature writer, her work 
has been featured in the Chicago Tri-
bune, North Shore Magazine, Consum-
ers Digest, Brides, and many other 

publications. storm holds a bachelors in 
communications from American university 
in Washington, d.c. networking with snacks 
and beverages begins at 5 p.m., followed by 
the program at 6:00. The meeting is free for 
iWoc members. nonmembers pay $10 with 
online pre-registration. payment is $15 at the 
door (first-time visitors can attend for free  if 
they pre-register online.)

All attendees are welcome to join iWoc 
members at a buy-your-own dinner at a near-
by restaurant after the meeting. 
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free public wi-fi is ubiquitous in 
coffee shops, airports, and even in 
outdoor spaces in some cities. But 

is it safe to use? many experts say it isn’t, 
unless you’re protected. here’s why:

The operative word here is “public.” ev-
eryone else in your location is using 
the same network you are — including 
hackers just waiting for you to check 
your bank balance online — so you 
could be vulnerable to phishing, mal-
ware, and even possible identity theft. 

fiendish hackers sometimes even gen-
erate their own strong network signals 
to lure you into connecting with t h e i r 
networks instead of the one you t h i n k 
you’ve logged into. so , your first line of 
defense is to know what network you’re 
connecting to. don’t just grab the first 
strong signal.  What else can you do to 
protect yourself and still take advan-
tage of away-from-home wi-fi?

To be sure you’re safe to do anything 
through wi-fi, consider using a vir-
tual private network (vpn). A vpn 
is a group of computers or discrete 
networks networked together over 
a public network: the internet. Busi-
nesses use vpns to connect to remote 
offices, and individuals can use them 
to secure and encrypt their commu-
nications when they’re using an un-
trusted public network. You log in and 
exchange trusted keys with a remote 
server. once authenticity is verified, 
from then on, all your internet com-
munication is encrypted and secured 
from prying eyes. since most vpn 
providers allow you to use the service 
on multiple devices, you can use it on 
your home wi-fi too. 

3systems supported. Almost all 
support Windows, mac, and Linux, 

but some also support Android and 
ios cell phone operating systems.

4Free vs. fee. if you’re only an oc-
casional wi-fi user, free may work 

for you, but check out allowed band-
width usage, connection duration, and 
transfer times. Then compare prices for 
what you get. 

5Logging. if you’re really con-
cerned about privacy, you 

may want to know what informa-
tion the vpn provider keeps. some 
keep logs, others don’t, but a u.s.-
based provider could be forced to 
turn over logs (if they had them) to 
the government if demanded.

6software. usually, you do have 
to install software to get a vpn, so 

you may want to check out reviews to 
see which is easiest to install and use.

i haven’t included info about encryp-
tion protocols and other technical de-
tails here, but if you want to know more 
about vpns, go to http://compnetwork-
ing.about.com/ and start from there. 

There are no recommendations for vpn 
providers either, because the best one 
for you depends on how you want to 
use it: light vs. heavy usage; local, u.s., 
or international; on your cell too; etc.

one last caveat: regardless of whether 
or not you choose to use a vpn, if your 
home wi-fi isn’t password protected, 
your wi-fi is open to anyone who wants 
to use it. You’re vulnerable. so go fix it! 

Another bonus: when you’re surfing 
the internet, you’re not Wendy Writer 
anymore. Your name is “Anonymous.” 
no trail, no unwanted ads, solicita-
tions, etc. You have privacy!

There are a number of vpn services 
available, and some of them are free, at 
least for a limited amount of data. keep 
in mind, though, that every time you 
go on the internet, you’re downloading 
data — often quite a lot of it — so a free 
service might not meet your needs. 

not to worry; most vpn providers are 
relatively inexpensive. for example, pri-
vateinternetaccess.com, a pc magazine 
editor’s choice, costs only $3.33/month 
if you buy a year’s subscription ($39.95) 
or $6.95/month if you pay monthly. 

There are many vpn providers out there, 
so shop around. here’s what to look for: 

1 Protocols. The techie-minded might 
want to check out what protocols 

the vpn uses to keep your data safe. 

2 server locations. does the provider 
have servers in places you’ll be visit-

ing? check out their foreign locations if 
you’re a globe-trotter. 

Tips on mAking Wi-fi sAfe on The roAd or in The coffee shop

free on-the-go public wi-fi: 
Are you safe from prying eyes? 

VPns: Why use them?
1. secure wi-fi website surfing
2. private, anonymous ip address
3. use on multiple wi-fi devices
4. Works in many foreign countries
5.  Low cost for secure internet

— Joen Kinnan

http://compnetworking.about.com/
http://compnetworking.about.com/
http://www.privateinternetaccess.com
http://www.privateinternetaccess.com


that you’re interested in ghostwriting 
work, because you never know who 
might know someone who needs it. if 
someone has an idea, suggest yourself 
to ghostwrite an article about it.

publications that seem to be written 
entirely by the editor probably aren’t. 
These publications might need ghost-
writers. They may also have poorly writ-
ten manuscripts based on marketable 
ideas that just need ghost editing.

Another good place to look is talent 
agencies. They might know some-
one who needs his/her story written. 
public relations agents might know 
about ghost blogging gigs, as many 
corporate blogs are ghostwritten and 
done for pr purposes.

getting credit for ghostwriting work 
is intrinsically difficult, but it is worth 
your while to make sure you get some 
credit. This is particularly important if 

ghostwriting . . .      CONTINUED FrOM PAGE  5.

you ghostwrite a book, since it is the 
only way you’ll be listed in the Library 
of congress. in many cases, you must 
play the hitman: take the money and 
walk away. You may be able to get a 
Linkedin recommendation.

Be sure to join iWoc next month. Jen-
nifer rueff and Betsy storm will discuss 
websites and apps that can help you 
improve your freelancing business. 

— Anson Poe
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In the next issue. . .
�� May meeting: Best-selling author 

Melissa Giovagnoli Wilson will talk 
about “networlding,” the successor 
to networking to grow your biz.

�� President’s column: You always 
learn something interesting in this 
often surprising column.

�� Learn about free do-it-yourself 
identity safeguards. Helpful tips yet 
to be determined, and much more.

president’s column
CONTINUED FrOM PAGE 3.

Apr. 9, IWOC Monthly Meeting
“There’s an app for that!”

April 4, IWORP Breakfast
April 24, IWOOP Lunch

so, is Twitter worth “following”? it’s 
not all trivia. i have seen comments 
and links to articles and speeches 
by people whose work i admire, 
but on Twitter they can only give a 
brief comment and/or link. There’s 
no one i can think of whose every 
casual utterance i want to see, and 
the percentage of useful Tweets 
from any one person is probably 
not high enough for me to “follow” 
any individual. following a group 
or topic is a different and possibly 

more productive 
approach. Then 
there is Twitter as 
a marketing tool, but from the 
Tweets i’ve seen, most people are 
not selling — or buying — things 
that interest me.

clearly, many people find Twitter 
at least useful, if not addictive. 
statistics vary widely, but a quick 
google search reveals everything 
from 400 million Tweets a day (per 

mediabistro, Janu-
ary 30, 2013) to a 

somewhat suspect 2 
billion a day (from a com-

pany called Tweetstats).

now, here’s a frightening thought 
— especially if you recall Alfred 
hitchcock’s The Birds: imagine that 
these billions of Tweets somehow 
suddenly became nonstop audible 
high-pitched chirps. how long be-
fore we’d all go gaga? 


